
Your Space
Introducing 

Merthyr Tydfil Open Space Strategy



What can open spaces do for us?



Reinforce identity and civic pride



Shape existing and future 

development



Improve physical and social inclusion 

including accessibility



Provide connected routes 

between places for wildlife , 

recreation walking and cycling 

and safer routes to schools



Provide green infrastructure and 

ecosystem services



Protect and enhance biodiversity and 

ecological habitats



Raise property values and aid urban 

regeneration



Protect and promote understanding 

of the historical, cultural and 

archaeological value of spaces



Boost the economic potential of 

tourism, leisure and cultural facilities



Provide cultural, social, recreational, 

sporting and community facilities



Protect and enhance biodiversity and 

ecological habitats



Contribute to the creation of healthy 

places, including quiet areas



Provide for children and young 

peoples play and recreation



Provide educational opportunities



Promote opportunities for local food 

production



Help mitigate and adapt to climate 

change



Improve opportunities to enjoy 

contact with the natural world



The Open Space Strategy has 

three key themes and objectives

these are derived from National, 

Regional and Local policies………



Health to improve the general health of 

the residents of the County Borough

Environment to maintain, enhance and 

promote the ecological and environmental 

assets of the County Borough

Economy to promote the economy and 

generation of wealth



What kind of strategies and plans link 

to open spaces?



• Local Development Plan

• Play strategies

• Regeneration strategies

• Health strategies

• Culture strategies

• Education strategies

• Crime and disorder strategies

• Local transport plans and strategies

• Climate change strategies

• Biodiversity strategies

• Equalities and access strategies



What kind of Open Spaces have been 

identified as being able to help 

deliver the three key themes?



Allotments



Amenity Greenspace



Civic Spaces



Green Leisure Corridors



Multifunctional Open Space



Natural / semi-natural Greenspace



Outdoor Sports Area / Pitches



Playspace Equipped for Children and 

Young People



Public Parks and Gardens



What have we found out so far about 

our open spaces?



The topography they occupy



The facilities that they offer



How accessible they are



How they are managed



How they are used



Opportunities they offer
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How have we looked at access?



Full Public Access
Entry to the site is possible without restrictions

Conditional Public Access
Public access exists, but subject to or affected by 

one or more restrictions

No Public Access
No physical right of access, only available to 

prescribed individuals and organisations



Other spaces we have not 

included and why 



Cemeteries / Graveyards
Limited alternative uses due to formal set up of 

current use

Perception of such sites does not appeal to 

public for general recreational uses 



Steep valley sides 
Vast area of land with limited use due to 

gradient 

Accessibility issues

Predominantly in private ownership

Predominantly used for upland grazing where 

gradient allows 



Sports Club Facilities
Limited alternative uses due to formal set up of 

current use, e.g. some tennis, cricket, golf 

facilities

Access often restricted to members 

Access restricted to opening hours

Fee often charged for use of facility 



Agricultural land 
Generally in private ownership

Limited opportunities due to existing use



Common land 
Limited ability for formal uses/ management

Commoners associations

Accessibility issues



School Playing Fields 
No consistent approach across schools to 

availability of facilities to the public

Limited access outside of school hours



What we would like to 

find out?



Why you would like to use a 

particular type of open space?

Why you would not like to use a 

particular type of open space?

Which type of open space you would 

be most likely to use?

Are there open spaces that you use 

but we have missed from our audit?



Take a look at our plans and give us some feedback 

on what we have found out so far by filling in the 

simple form provided



Thank you very much
yourspace@merthyr.gov.uk

Merthyr Tydfil County Borough Council would like to gratefully acknowledge that certain 

photographs in this presentation were supplied courtesy of Merthyr Camera Club


