CLOSING DATE FOR NURSERY APPLICATIONS -
1 6TH DECEM BER 201 6 Cyngor Bwrdeistref Sirol

MERTHYR TUDFUL
MERTHYR TYDFIL

County Borough Council

Nursery Admissions

A leaflet for parents and carers

PLEASE READ THESE NOTES CAREFULLY BEFORE RETURNING YOUR APPLICATION

The information provided in this leaflet aims to help parents/carers follow the application process
for school places for children who will go into nursery class in September 2017. This may be the
first time you have applied for your child to attend a school in Merthyr Tydfil County Borough
Council.

1. I am looking for a school place for my child, what should I do?

If you have access to a computer, you can view the Local Authority’s ‘A Guide to Policy and
School Admission Arrangements 2017/18’ on the website www.merthyr.gov.uk , which will help
you determine your catchment area school as well as giving you further information relating to
Welsh-medium and faith schools. If you don’t have access to a computer, booklets are available
upon request, from the School’s Department.

2. If I am interested in a particular school, what should I do next?

You must complete an application form for each stage of your child’s education e.g. Pre-Nursery,
Nursery, from Nursery into Reception, and from primary school into secondary school (Year 6
to Year 7). Each time you apply for a school place, the application form MUST be returned to the
Local Authority and NOT the school, by the prescribed closing date.

3. Am I guaranteed the school of my choice?

No. Whilst you can say which school you would like, you may not be successful in being offered a
place if there is not enough space in the school.

4, My child is already in a pre-nursery attached to a primary school; do I still have to
apply for a place in the nursery?

Yes, you MUST make an application for a nursery place. If you do not apply for a place then you
may miss out on a place in the school you would like.
A PLACE IN NURSERY DOES NOT MEAN YOU HAVE A PLACE IN THE SAME SCHOOL.

5. Do I still have to apply for a school place, even though I live in the catchment area?

Yes. You will NOT be considered for a school place unless you apply, even if it is your catchment
school.



6. What happens if there are more applications than places available?

The Local Authority (Admissions Authority) must admit children up to the number of school places
available (admission number). If there are more applications than the admission number, then the
admissions authority will offer places to children according to the list of rules for admitting children to
the school. The rules, known as ‘oversubscription criteria’, are applied to every application for a school
with more applications than places. These include: space in the school; living near to the school;
brothers/sisters in the school; (Please refer to ‘A Guide to Policy and School Admission Arrangements
2017/18’ for full details).

7. What should I do if I miss the closing date for applications?

You must do your utmost to ensure that your application is sent to the local authority by the
published deadline (the closing date for Nursery applications is 16th December. If you are late
sending in your application it may not be looked at with the ones that were on time. This could mean
that your child will miss out on a place at your preferred school.

8. The Headteacher of my preferred school has told me that my child has a place. Is this
right?

Headteachers are not able to allocate school places, so please contact the local authority if you have
any queries.

0. When will I find out if my child has got a place?

Parents will be notified in writing regarding their child’s application for a Nursery place on the 12th
May, 2017.

10. Can my child go on a waiting list?

Any child, who is not given a place, can be added to a waiting list, held by the local authority. Children
will be kept on this list until the 30th September, 2017.

11.  What should I do when I find out that my child has been offered a school place?
The letter offering your child a place at a school will include a return slip. Please complete and return
this slip as soon as possible in order that it can be recorded that you wish to accept the place for your

child.

Should you have any further questions, or wish to discuss anything further, then please contact
the Admissions Team on 01685 724620.
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