
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Bishop Hedley 
 

  

Bishop Hedley RC High School 
 

Ysgol Uwchradd Gatholig Esgob Hedley 
 

  
 

      Admissions Policy & Applications 

 

 

A
d
m

is
s
io

n
s
 P

o
li
c
y
 &

 

A
p
p
li
c
a
ti
o
n
s
 

For Office Use Only: 

Date Application Received:                     Application Accepted:  Yes   
    No  

    
 

Year Group:                                               Letter Sent to Parent:  Yes  
    No  

   

 

Proof of Address:  Yes  
    No  

            Entered onto SIMS:      Yes  
    No  

   
 
 



 

Bishop Hedley 
 

Catholic High School 
 
 

Headteacher: Mrs M E Harris B.A. (Hons). M.Ed 
 
 

ADMISSION POLICY AND APPLICATION 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gwaunfarren Road 
 

Penydarren 
 

Merthyr Tydfil 
 

CF47 9AN 
 
 

Telephone: (01685) 351860 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bishop Hedley 
Catholic High School 

Application for Student Admission 

SECTION 1 – Personal Details 
 
Child’s full name:              
(block Capitals, Surname first) 
 
Date of birth: _________________  Gender: _____________ 
 
National Identity:________________ Home Language:_________________ 
*if not British please refer to appendix 1 

Do you have parental responsibility for this child?      Yes  
     No  

   
 
 
(A)  Parents / Carers Name & Address:  (B) Father / Mother’s Name & Address 
          (If different from A) 
 
              

 
              
 

Postcode       Postcode       

 

 Home                 Home       
 

 Mobile                 Mobile       
 

If you intend to apply for free school transport, proof of address is required when 
applying for a place for your child at Bishop Hedley Catholic High School. A Council Tax 
statement, recent utility bill or other proof of your address should be attached to this 
application form.  
 

(C) Please give the details of any other relative that can be contacted in case of an emergency: 
 
Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

 Home __________________________________   Mobile_________________________________ 

  
Please let us know immediately if any of the above details change so that we can update 
our records accordingly. If you need any assistance in completing this form please 
contact the school. 
 
 
I wish to apply for my son / daughter to be admitted to Bishop Hedley Catholic High School,  

commencing on:        (Proposed date of admission). 

 
 

Please return this form to Admissions Department, Bishop Hedley Catholic High School, 
Gwaunfarren Road, Penydarren, Merthyr Tydfil. CF47 9AN. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SECTION 2 – School Details 
 
School currently / last attended:  _____                                      _____  Year Group:__________ 
 
If your child is currently in Year 10 or 11, please list the subjects that they are studying at their 
current school and, if known, the level of those subjects, e.g. BTEC, GCSE etc: 

 
         __________ ______ 

 

         __________ ______ 

 

         __________ ______ 

 

         __________ ______ 

 

SECTION 3 – Information relating to the child 
 
Is your child a Roman Catholic?     ______________________________ 

 
Date & Place of Baptism:     ____________________________________ 
 
Place where the child now worships:           
 
Priest:               Pastor / Vicar:      
 
If your child is not Roman Catholic please specify their religion:    ____________         
 

Can your child speak Welsh?  Fluently 
  Speaks Welsh but not fluently 

   No 
   

 
 
Does your child speak Welsh at home?     __ 
 

Does your child speak Welsh with:  Both parents 
   One parent 

   Neither parents 
   

  
 
What is your child’s first language?    ____ 
 
 
What is your child’s home language?    ____ 
 

National Identity: Welsh 
   English 

   Scottish 
   Irish 

   British 
   Other 

   
 
Please provide information of any health issues your child may suffer from, e.g. Asthma, 
Hayfever, Other Allergies, Diabetes etc.  
 

          __________  
 

          __________  
 

          __________  
 

 

 



Ethnicity – please circle the ethnicity of your child:  
 
White British / White European Other / White and Asian / White and Black African /  

White and Black Caribbean / White and Chinese / Polish / Portuguese / Romanian / German / French / 

Czech / Croatian / Albanian / Afghanistani / African Asian / Arab / Asian and Black / Asian and Chinese 

/ Bangladeshi / Black and Chinese / Black European /  Black North American / Bosnian Herzogovinian / 

British Gypsy / Bulgarian / Caribbean / Chinese / Ghanaian / Greek - Greek Cypriot /  

Gypsy – Gypsy Roma / Hong Kong Chinese / Hungarian / Indian / Information Refused / Iranian / 

Iraqi / Italian / Japanese / Kashmiri / Kashmiri Pakistani / Korean / Kosovan / Kurdish /  

Latin – South American / Latvian / Lebanese / Libyan / Lithuanian / Malay / Malaysian Chinese / 

Maltese / Mirpuri Pakistani / Montenegran / Moroccan / Nepali / New Traveller / Nigerian / 

Occupational Traveller / Other Asian / Other Black / Other Black African / Other Chinese /  

Other Ethnic Group / Other Gypsy / Other Mixed Background / Other Pakistani / Other Traveller / 

Other White / Polynesian / Russian / Scandinavian / Serbian / Sierra Leonian / Singaporean Chinese / 

Sinhalese / Slovakian / Slovenian / Somali / Spanish / Sri Lankan Tamil / Sudanese / Taiwanese / Thai 

/ Traveller of Irish Heritage / Turkish – Turkish Cypriot / Ukranian / Vietnamese /  

White and any other Ethnic Group / Yemeni 

Please answer all questions listed below – this is a compulsory requirement: 
 
1. Does your child have a brother/sister attending Bishop Hedley Catholic High School at 

the time of this admission application to the school?  
 

Yes  
   No    

   
 
If yes, please provide the name and date of birth of the brother/sister attending Bishop Hedley 
Catholic High School: 

 
          __________  
 
2. Does your child have any additional learning needs or any other special support needs?   

 

Yes  
   No    

   
 
Please provide further details in section 4 of the application form if necessary. 
 
3. Has your child had any exclusions from their current (or any other) school, either 

permanent or fixed term? 
 

Yes  
   No    

   
 
Please provide further details in section 4 of the application form if necessary. 
 

         __________ ______ 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Has your child had any attendance related issues at their current (or any other) 
school? 
 

Yes  
   No    

   
 
Please provide further details in section 4 of the application form if necessary. 

 
5. Has your child received any additional support in a previous educational setting?  
 

Yes  
   No    

   
 
Please provide further details in section 4 of the application form if necessary. 
 
6. Is your child undergoing a Statutory Assessment of Special Educational Needs, or 
have a Statement of SEN? 
 

Yes  
   No    

   
 
Please provide further details in section 4 of the application form if necessary. 
 
7. Is your child currently under a Care Order? 
 

Yes  
   No    

   
 
If yes, please state the name of the corporate parent who has care of the child: 
 

          __________  
 
8. Are there any other agencies involved involved with your child? E.g. Social Services, 
OT, SALT, Educational Psychologist, MIA, Health etc. 
 

Yes  
   No    

   
 
Please provide further details in section 4 of the application form if necessary. 
 
9. Is the child currently or previously been a “looked after” child by a Local Authority?  
 

Yes  
   No    

   
 
If the child is currently “looked after”, please provide further details in section 4 of this application 
form, including details of the child’s Social Worker.  
 
10. Has your child any compelling medical, educational or social grounds for their 
admission? E.g. a written recommendation from the Psychological Service, Intake and 
Assessment or the Health Authority? 
 

Yes  
   No    

   
 
A written recommendation from the Psychological Service, Intake and Assessment, or the Health 
Authority will be required in each case clearly outlining why the school is the most suitable school 
and the difficulties that would be caused by attending another school. This should be attached to 
this application form.  
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I certify that the information that I have provided is true to the best of my knowledge/belief and 
understand that any false or deliberately misleading information provided on this form may render this 
application invalid and could lead to the withdrawal of an offer of a school place for my child. 
 
Where parents knowingly give false information in order to obtain a place for their child(ren) at a 
particular school to which they would not otherwise be entitled, they may render themselves guilty of 
an offence under Section 5(b) of the Perjury Act 1911. Any application granted under such 
circumstances will be withdrawn.   
 
SIGNED: 
 
RELATIONSHIP TO CHILD: 
 
DATE: 
 
DATA PROTECTION ACT 1998: The data that you provide will be used by the school and 
Merthyr Tydfil County Borough Council Education Service for the purpose of administration 
of education. It will be used within the terms of the Data Protection Act 1998. 

 

 

SECTION 4 – Any Additional Information 
 
Please use this page to provide any information which is relevant and supports your application or 

to add any additional information to the answers given in section 3.   

 
          __________  
 
          __________  
 
           _________ 
 
           _________ 
 
           _________ 
 
           _________ 
 
           _________ 
 
           _________ 
 
           _________ 
 
           _________ 
 
           _________ 
 
           _________ 
 
           _________ 
 
           _________ 
 
           _________ 
 
           _________ 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
          __________  
 
          __________  
 
           _________ 
 
           _________ 
 
           _________ 
 
           _________ 
 
           _________ 
 
           _________ 
 
           _________ 
 
           _________ 
 
           _________ 
 
           _________ 
 
           _________ 
 
           _________ 
 
           _________ 
 
           _________ 
 
           _________ 
 
           _________ 
 
           _________ 
 
           _________ 
 
           _________ 
 
           _________ 
 
           _________ 
 
           _________ 
 
           _________ 
 
           _________ 
 



 

Bishop Hedley Catholic High School will act in accordance with all relevant provisions of the 

statutory codes of practice (the Welsh Assembly Government School Admissions Code and the 

School Admission Appeals Code of Practice 2013) as they apply at any given time to maintained 

schools and with the law on admissions as it applies to maintained schools. 

 

Reference in the codes to “admission authorities” shall be deemed to be references to the Voluntary 

Aided Governing Body of Bishop Hedley Catholic High School.  References to “the Local Authority” 

or “LA” shall be deemed to be references to the Merthyr Tydfil County Borough Council.  In 

particular, Bishop Hedley Catholic High School will have regard to Archdiocese of Cardiff advice and 

will participate in the co-ordinated admission arrangements operated by the Local Authority. 

 

In line with Merthyr Tydfil, Rhondda Cynon Taff, Caerphilly, Neath-Port Talbot and Blaenau Gwent 

schools’ admission policies application for admission to Bishop Hedley Catholic High School will be 

made in line with parental preference. 

 

The Indicated Admission number is 120. 

 

Bishop Hedley Catholic High School will accordingly admit at least 120 students in the relevant age 

group each year if sufficient applications are received. 

 

All first preferences will be met except where the number of applications exceeds the number of 

places available and then places will be allocated on the basis of the oversubscription criteria. 

 

A formal decision either to offer or to refuse a place will be made and notified to the applicant within 

15 school days or 28 calendar days whichever is the sooner. 

 

Oversubscription Criteria 

 

1. Looked after Children.  The definition of a Looked after Child is a child who is looked after by 

the Local Authority in accordance with Section 22 of the Children Act 1989 and will take 

priority in all categories 2 to 7. 

 

2. Baptised Catholic children whose families are residing in the parish boundaries of /or whose 

children attend All Saints (Ebbw Vale), St. Aloysius (Gurnos), St. Illtyd’s (Dowlais), St. 

Joseph’s (Tredegar), St. Margaret’s (Aberdare), St. Mary’s (Brynmawr), St. Mary’s (Merthyr). 

 

3. Baptised Catholic children with a brother or sister currently in the school. 

 



4. Baptised Catholic children not in either of the above categories but whose families are 

residing in the catchment area of the school.  (The catchment area of the School is the 

Parishes of - Aberdare, Hirwaun, Glynneath, Merthyr Vale / Treharris, Merthyr, Dowlais, 

Gurnos, Rhymney, Tredegar, Ebbw Vale and Brynmawr). 

 

5. Baptised Catholic children residing outside these areas. 

Confirmation of Baptism will be required for categories 2 to 5. 

 

6. Pupils with Statements of Additional / Special Educational Needs where Bishop Hedley 

Catholic High School is named on the Statement. 

 

7. Children from families where there is a medical or social need.  A letter will be required from 

a doctor or health professional providing supporting evidence to accompany the application.  

Priority will not be given if there is no supporting evidence. 

8. Children baptised into other denominations who reside in the areas referred to in Category 2, 

3 and 4.  Priority will not be given to applications in this category unless an accompanying 

letter from a minister is provided confirming baptism. 

 

9. Children baptised into other denominations who reside in areas other than referred to in 

Categories 2, 3 and 4.  Priority will not be given to applications in this category unless an 

accompanying letter is provided confirming baptism. 

 

10. Children whose parent(s) or guardian(s) are active and practising members of Churches 

together in Wales (Cytun). 

 

 This includes churches such as Presbyterian Church of Wales; Union of Welsh Independent 

Churches; Baptist Union of Wales; Methodist Church; United Reformed Church; Covenanted 

Baptist Churches; Salvation Army; Roman Catholic; congregational Federation of Churches; 

Religious Society of Friends; Orthodox Church.  Priority will not be given to applications in 

this category unless an accompanying written statement of affiliation or reference signed by 

the minister or church’s representative is provided confirming membership of the church. 

 

11. Non-baptised children who have brothers or sisters in the school. 

 

Definition of sibling is as follows.  Children who have a sibling on roll at Bishop Hedley Catholic High 

School in the September the applicant would be begin school.  Priority will be by reference to the 

youngest sibling in the school, the youngest commanding the highest degree of priority.  Any sibling  

connection must be stated in the application.  For admission purposes a sibling is a child who is the 

brother / sister, half brother / sister (children who share one common parent), step brother / step 



sister where two children are related by one marriage.  This definition also includes adopted or 

fostered children living at the same address. 

 

In the event of a tie breaker being required governors will admit those applicants who live nearest to 

the school.  The distance will be measured from the front door of the reception entrance in Phase 2 

to the front door of the house or flat of the applicant.  In the case of a child whose parents have 

joint shared responsibility the parent who has the greater responsibility during the school week and 

whose residence is nearer the school will be the determining factor.  A letter from the parents will 

have to be provided to confirm that fact. 

 

The school will use the Geographical Information System (GIS) to calculate home to school 

distances in miles.  The shortest walking route is calculated using Ordnance Survey (OS) 

customised route data from an applicant’s home address to the nearest open school gate. 

 

For pupils applying for Year 7, applications must be made by means of a completed application form 

and returned to Bishop Hedley Catholic High School Governing Body, the admitting Authority, by 

25th October 2019. 

 

The Governing Body Admission Panel will meet to determine Admissions and if required apply the 

oversubscription criteria. Parents/carers will be notified by 3rd April 2020. 

 

Parents/carers will have the right of appeal to an Independent Appeal Panel if they are dissatisfied 

with an admission decision of Bishop Hedley Catholic High School.  The Appeal Panel will be 

independent of the school.  The arrangements for Appeals will be in line with the Code of Practice 

on School Admission Appeals published by the Welsh Assembly Government in July 2013.  The 

determination of the appeal panel will be made in accordance with the Code of Practice on School 

Admission Appeals and is binding on all parties. 

 

Appeals will be dealt with within 30 days, in line with the School Admissions Appeal Code 2013. 

 

Late applications will be considered and applicants notified within 15 school days if a place is 

available. 

 

A waiting list will be maintained until 30th September in the school year in which the applicants 

applied.  Should places become available then the places will be allocated on the basis of the 

oversubscription criteria.  The school will notify the parents of where their child has been on the 

waiting list. 

 

For applications into any year group, the school will notify the parent if a place has been allocated.  

If the applicant is rejected the parent will be notified and given the following information: 



 Number of applications received 

 Number available 

 Oversubscription criteria 

 Right of appeal 

 Process for that appeal 

 Deadline for response 

 

For mid-year transfers, or for transfer from another secondary school, the school reserves 

the right to utilise the mid-term transfer form available from Merthyr Tydfil County Borough 

Council, a copy of which is available upon request.  

 

BISHOP HEDLEY CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL 

ADMISSION APPEALS INFORMATION / PROCEDURE. 

 

Parents/carers have a right of appeal against a refusal decision by the Admission Panel to admit 

their child and should put their appeal in writing to Bishop Hedley Catholic High School as is the 

Admission Authority. This should be done within 15 school days from the date of the refusal 

notification that the admission application was unsuccessful. Appeals will be arranged, with an 

independent appeal panel and conducted in accordance with the School Admission Appeals Code, 

Welsh Government Statutory Code 2013.  The decision of the Independent Appeal Panel is binding 

on the school’s Governing Body. 

 

 



 

Appendix 1 
 
If your child’s nationality is not British, could you please support your application by 
providing us with a copy of one of the following acceptable forms of identification: 
 

 Current valid Passport – UK or EEA (or Non-EEA in 
combination with a Biometric Residence Permit or 
current Work Permit/Visa) 
 

 Biometric Residence Permit (UK) 
 

 Birth Certificate (UK & Channel Islands) –issued within 
12 months of date of birth; Full or short form acceptable 
including those issued by UK authorities overseas, such 
as Embassies, High Commissions and HM Forces 
 

 Certified copy of Birth Certificate (UK & Channel 
Islands) – Issued after 12 months of date of birth 
 

 Adoption Certificate (UK) 
 

 A document from Central/Local 
Government/Government Agency/Local Authority 
giving entitlement (UK & Channel Islands)* - e.g. from 
the Department for Works and Pensions, the 
Employment Service, Customs & Revenue, Job Centre, 
Job Centre Plus, Social Security 
 

 EU National ID Card 
 

 Cards carrying the PASS accreditation logo (UK) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


