


What is Nature

isn’t Neat?

OBJECTIVES

Create wildflower-rich habitats

for pollinators across Merthyr

Tydfil County Borough's spaces
Connect areas of existing habitats
Increase diversity and abundance

of pollinators in Merthyr Tydfil
County Borough

If left uncut, grasses and tough plants (e.g. thistles and
docks) will begin to overcrowd more delicate wildflowers.
Cutting annually prevents grass from becoming too
dominant, and removing the cuttings takes some of the
nutrients away from the soil, reducing their vigour. Further
cuts can be taken throughout the autumn if required until
the growing season begins again in early spring.



Key Management Practices . .
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_. THE NATURE ISN'T NEAT APPROACH IS
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Uncut areas can be cut in the spring

Some areas ShO“ld be leﬁ uncut _. ¥ ¥ ~ when the weather is reliably above

10°C. Hibernating animals and
insects will be active and

able to move away

from machinery.

Along hedges or in
corners, create areas of
refuge for hedgehogs,

slow worms and
insects to overwinter.

Leave the area under
the canopy uncut. This
protects the roots and
keeps the tree healthy.
Join drip lines together

to create connectivity.

Did you know? MESSY CORNER
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Areas which are left uncut 2

over the whole year may need CONNECTION -

cutting every three years to /

reduce scrub encroachment. 7
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This also helps to let any small
animals know you are there so
that they can move away before
you begin cutting.
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More Mown
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End-of-season strategies

N //// IT'S USEFUL TO SLOWLY REDUCE THE AMOUNT
. THAT'S REMAINED UNCUT OVER THE SUMMER
& s, BY ROTATIONAL OR INCREMENTAL CUTTING.

" Whatever is left remaining can then be removed with a final
cut and collected at the end of the season.

These strategies create areas of grassland with different heights. These areas will favour different

species and help contribute to the biodiversity benefit of the Nature isn't Neat approach. = L . b Flo erlng

Although you will be Ideally, don‘t cut all of your T RN ' 1 t 1 f 1
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wildflowers in your green that can be retained in large open /4 £ BB
spaces, there is usually a spaces into the autumn, the better. :
second flowering of the
plants after they have Cuttings should be removed from
been cut, so there will site and disposed of as green
still be forage available waste. Removing cuttings every
for the pollinators. year gradually takes nutrients away
from the soil, preventing grass from
These strategies are best growing too high and overcrowding
started once most flowers more delicate wildflowers.
have set seed so that they | :
are able to complete If you're unable to remove cuttings
their lifecycle and from site, you can dispose of small
increase the number of amounts in discrete piles along
wildflowers next year. hedgerows and banks.




Rotational Cut

This creates patches
of short, medium,

and taller grass whilst
reducing the overall
volume of the cuttings.

Cut and collect alternate patches of
grass with a raised mower roughly
every eight weeks during the summer.

CUT AFTER 8

| WEEKS GROWTH Oy W

Raising the height of the mower protects low-growing flowers, while
the break between mows allows flowers to bloom in between cuts.
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Every 4 — 8 weeks, cut
and collect strips or
patches out of unmown
areas, working inwards
from mown areas.

It is best to begin
incrementally reducing
areas in summer, and you
can continue into autumn. 1
Once mown, areas can be 1

kept short. &
S
Along paths and road
verges, it is best to A
work outwards from the
edge taking linear strips.
Recreation spaces can
be expanded using
an incremental
approach, and RS
mowing patches can ’
be an opportunity «ﬁﬁ
to create more el N

recreation and picnic%z
areas in large spaces. =
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lllustrations by

fernecreative.com

With many thanks to the Gwent Green Grid for

their invaluable contribution to this project
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